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chamber, Stortebeker managed to slip out of a hiding-
place, where he had heard all that passed, and joked
with his father-in-law at the expense of the Hamburg
aldermen who had once more put faith in him. Whilst
so engaged a certain Councillor Naune, who had for-
gotten his gloves, returned to the hall and overheard
them. Hence the war broke out afresh. Once more
many Victual Brothers were captured and beheaded in
Hamburg. Their heads were stuck upon poles for
the warning of all beholders, while the account books
prove that the executioner received eight pennies per
trunk decapitated and his servant twenty pennies per
body buried. Yet again a fleet had to set forth ; for
as long as Stortebeker and Godeke Michelson were
living there was no peace possible. Under a Ham-
burg alderman, Simon of Utrecht, who commanded
the fleet on board a mighty ship known as the
Coloured Cow, they again set out. The name of
this vessel is remarkable, and is the first instance we
come across in Hanseatic history of a profane denomi-
nation for a ship. All the others are named after
some saint or angel, under whose special protection
it was supposed to sail. " The Coloured Coiu, from
Flanders, that tore through the ocean with its great
horns," sings the folk-song, the " Stortebeker Lied,"
which a hundred and fifty years ago was still sung by
the people. The Victual Brothers layoff Heligoland.
Towards dark one evening in the year 1402, the
Hamburg fleet approached them, and a daring fisher-
man came so near that he was able to pour molten
lead upon some of their rudders, loosening them,
and rendering the vessels unseaworthy. Next day